pulous men attempted to strip her in an assembly. Sr
Krishna made the culprits regret for their arrogance. Th<
Various episodes in scriptures, particularly the Bhagawa
tham, prove that devotion took human beings near God.

43. How power and wealth should be used

Power and wealth are gifted to man by God not t<
enable him to build an empire around himself or promote th<
interests of a coterie and his kith and kin. He is cxpcctc<
to remain impartial, help all those in need and render justic
to all. Personal considerations should not guide him. Th
episodes in the scriptural literature are intended to impres
on man the need to develop detachment and cultivate desire
lessness.

Man may try to amass wealth but the scriptures remio
us that none of it will accompany him on his death. /
balance sheet of his good and pious deeds and oflhc sins h
had committed, knowingly or unknowingly, will be drawn u
and he will reap their consequences. That is the reason wh
a person is advised not to yield to temporary pleasures o
display hypocrisy. Further, a person's wife and children ex
pect him to extend them all comforts. It he fails to do sc
they despise him.

Great concern was voiced by Lord Krishna for Hi
devotees, the Pandavas, who were not treated properly b
their Uncle King Dhritarashtra, who was too lenient toward
his son, Duryodhana and others, although they possessed a
evil traits. Not only was he blind but his mind loo wo
clouded. Deputed by Lord Krishna, Akrura pleaded wit
the King to be fair to both the groups and avoid desires
Akrura explained to him that happiness derived from th
pursuit of worldly pleasures was comparable to the cica
layer of water in a well on the surface below which lay slus
and dirt. These pleasures are like some edibles which ar
tasty for the tongue but unhealthy for the humon system
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